
 
 

 
 
 
 
   

Magical Malaysia  

bird photography tour 
VPittas, hornbills, woodpeckers, kingfishersé 

V Small group: limit of 6!  

V The best photo opportunities  

VWith expert local bird photographer  

V PLUS Australian guide 
 

5-13 Feb 2020, Kuala Lumpur  

Tour starts  & finishes : Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia  

Scheduled departure & return date s:  

Å 5 ð 13 February 2020 

Å any other time as a private tour 

Price:  AU$5,499 all-inclusive (discounts available). 

Leader: Peter Waanders & local expert bird photographer  

Trip reports and photos of previous tours: 

http://www.bellbirdtours.com/reports  

Questions? Contact BELLBIRD BIRDING TOURS : 
 

¶ Freecall 1800-BIRDING  
 

¶ email birds@bellbirdtours.com  

an amazing variety to be photographed, ranging from the 

stately Crested Fireback and magnificent Rhinoceros Hornbill 

to forest floor gems like Banded & Mangrove Pitta and 

Striped Wren-Babbler. Other specialities include Black-bellied 

Malkoha, Black-thighed Falconet, Large Green Pigeon, Blue-

rumped Parrot, Buffy Fish Owl, Rufous-backed Kingfisher, 

Banded Woodpecker, Crested Jay, Green Magpie, Long-billed 

Spiderhunter Crimson-breasted Flowerpecker, Malayan 

Peacock-Pheasant, the strange Rail-Babbler and the cute 

Black-and-Red Broadbill. There are many mammals (including 

several species of primates), flowers and beautiful butterflies 

to be observed. This tour explores one of the richest areas for 

birds in Southeast Asia, featuring Kuala Selangor, Fraserõs Hill, 

Bukit Tinggi and various lowland rainforest reserves.  

 

 

READ ON FOR: 

¶ Further tour details  

¶ Daily itinerary  

¶ Booking information  

 

 

 

Bellbird Tours Pty Ltd  
PO Box 2008, BERRI SA 5343  

AUSTRALIA 
Ph. 1800-BIRDING  

Ph. +61409 763172 
www.bellbirdtours.com 
info@bellbirdtours.com 

 

Bellbird Photo Tours is proud to announce a great 

opportunity for a small number of privileged bird 

photographers. Based on the success of our long-running 

Peninsular Malaysia birding tour, we have totally 

redesigned this tour to allow for the best photographic 

opportunities of Malaysiaõs fantastic birdlife. Join our 

Australian guide and local bird photography expert in a 

quest to obtain the best photograph of Pittas, Hornbills, 

Woodpeckers, Broadbills, Kingfishers, Parrots, Sunbirds 

and many other enticing tropical birds. Malaysia has 

excellent infrastructure for bird photography. Weõll stay at 

comfortable, quality accommodation with a range of food 

to suit all taste-buds; the road network is excellent, while 

the locals are friendly and helpful. And the birdsêthereõs 
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Tour details   

Tour starts  & finishes :  Kuala Lumpur International Airport, Malaysia  

Scheduled departure and return dates:  

Tour commences with dinner on 5 February 2020. Please arrive on or before 5 February. Tour finishes the 

afternoon of 13 February 2020. Please depart on or after 13 February. Itinerary contains further details. 

Leader: Peter Waanders and local expert bird photography guide. 

Difficulty: Low/Medium/ High/Excellent level of fitness required. This trip, being a photography tour,  is much 

slower paced than our regular birding  tours. There will be much patience required to get the best photo 

opportunities . There will be many early departures or late finishes, walking in uneven terrain, carrying your 

camera gear. The tour has a relaxed pace and walks are on mostly flat, often paved, surfaces, but may include 

some very short climbs. We generally walk slowly, with lots of stops. You can opt out of any challenging walks.  

What to bring: Please bring all camera gear you may need, chargers, memory cards, laptop, cables, and a pair 

of b inoculars, your mobile phone, power adaptor s (british type), insect repellent, sunscreen, personal 

medications, sun hat, water bottle, hand sanitizer. Sturdy footwear recommended. Equipment hire can be 

arranged on request.  

Clothing:  Lightweight long pants, t -shirt and long-sleeved shirt, over the top of which you can wear layers 

that can be taken off as necessary, including a rain-proof jacket. Neat casual attire for dinners.  Short and 

thongs (flip -flops) acceptable for non-birding time. While the tour takes place in the dry season be prepared 

for the unexpected rain shower. 

Group size:  Min. 4 and max. 6 participants. 

Cost: AU$5,499 per person including accommodation and all meals, based on double or twin -share 

occupancy. Single occupancy surcharge of $600. Not included: drinks, tips, personal expenses. Earlybird 

discount of $99 for bookings received up to 6 months before departure date. Return -client discount may ply. 

Bookings : Online at http://www.bellbirdtours.com/bookings  or please complete the booking form in the back 

of this brochure. 
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ITINERARY 
 

Day 0: 5 February 2020. Fly to Kuala Lumpur International Airport (own arrangements), where you will be greeted 

by our Australian guide and transferred to your hotel (transfer and hotel included in price) to rest and refresh. 

Should you decide to travel earlier, please make your own way to our hotel this evening. We will meet for dinner, 

introductions and orientation. Accommodation: Kuala Lumpur (en-suite hotel room; meals included: D). 

Day 1: 6 February 2020. After an early ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŘŜǇŀǊǘ Kuala Lumpur for the drive of less than an hour to 

two areas of excellent lowland rainforest: Ulu Langat ŀƴŘ ƴŜŀǊōȅ ¢ŀƳŀƴ tŜǊǘƛŀƴŀƴΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ōƻǘƘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƻur 

first introduction to Malaysian birds will be an impressive one with many good species awaiting us. Targets to 

photograph this morning include Rufous Backed Kingfisher, Rufous Chested Flycatcher, White Chested Babbler, 

Pale Blue Flycatcher, Banded Broadbill, Hooded Pitta, Grey Breasted Spiderhunter and White Rumped Shama. The 

wide forest paths provide excellent ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ŀƴ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘƛƴƎ ǿŜΩƭƭ 

have lunch and a break before we travel to the hills of Bukit Tinggi, our destination for the night. Somewhat 

cooler, the old colonial hill station at Bukit Tinggi is covered in a patchwork of native forests interspersed with 

beautiful botanical gardens. Accommodation: hotel near Bukit Tinggi (en-suite rooms; meals:  B, L, D). 

Day 2: 7 February 2020. First thing in the morning we find ourselves in the forest, awaiting the arrival of the rare 

Malaysian Peacock-pheasant, which comes out to feed just after sunrise. With luck and perseverance, Ferruginous 

Partridgeǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƻƻΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜΩƭƭ Ǝƻ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿŀƭƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ǇŀǘŎƘǿƻǊƪǎΣ ŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƻŎŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ 

photograph such colorful species as Buff Breasted Babbler, Orange Breasted Trogon, Silvered Breasted Broadbill, 

Black-and-Red Broadbill, Yellow bellied Bulbul, Short Tailed Babbler, Black Throated Babbler and Scarlet Rumped 

Trogon. !ŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘǎ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ Ƴoving on to Krau forest, a remnant lowland rainforest which provides us with a 

chance of some of Malaysia's most beautiful species: Banded PittaΣ DŀǊƴŜǘǘΩǎ tƛǘǘŀ and Scarlet-rumped Trogon. 

²ŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƭǳƴŎƘ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀ ōǊŜŀƪ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ YǊŀǳ Corest or Bukit Tinggi depending 

on which species we may still want to photograph. Accommodation: hotel near Bukit Tinggi  (en-suite motel 

rooms; meals: B, L, D). 

Thick-billed Grasswren, Australian 

Pratincole, Birding, Black-breasted 

Buzzard, Wet outback conditions 

Silver-breasted Broadbill © Liewkk 
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Day 3: 8 February 2020. ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ ƛŦ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀƴ tŜŀŎƻŎƪ-pheasant site, or any 
other good bird that we would still like to obtain or improve photos of; followed by a visit to the Lanchang 
secondary forest where an entirely different suite of bird species awaits us. ²ŜΩƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ 
Oriental Pied Hornbill, Black-and-Yellow-Broadbill, Rufous Woodpecker, Banded Woodpecker, Scarlet backed 
Woodpecker, Rufous Collard Kingfisher and many others. After lunch we'll reluctantly leave this magical place 
behind as a change of scenery awaits us: the cool highlŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ CǊŀǎŜǊΩǎ IƛƭƭΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ Ƙƛƭƭ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ 
surrounded by excellent broadleaved evergreen forests that offer a sharply contrasting avifauna to that of the 
lowlands, including the cute Pygmy Wren-Babbler and the beautiful Long-tailed Sibia, as well as specialities like 
Fire-tufted Barbet, Black-and-crimson Oriole, Javan Cuckoo-shrike, the endemic Malayan Whistling Thrush, 
Rufous-browed and Pygmy Blue Flycatchers, Blue Nuthatch, Black and Malayan Laughing-thrush while more 
difficult specialities include the endemic Malayan Partridge, Ferruginous Partridge, Yellow-vented Green Pigeon, 
Rusty-naped Pitta and Marbled Wren-Babbler. Accommodation: Shahzan Hotel (en-suite hotel room; meals 
included: B, L, D). 
 
Day 4 and 5: 9-10 February 2020Φ ²ŜΩƭƭ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǘǿƻ Ŧǳƭƭ Řŀȅǎ photographing the wonderful birdlife that inhabits 
ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎ ƻŦ CǊŀǎŜǊΩǎ IƛƭƭΦ ! ǊŜƭŀȄŜŘ ǇŀŎŜΣ ƎŜƴǘƭŜ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŎŜƴƛŎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŦƻǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ bird 
photography, while a range of excellent local restaurants will cater for various taste buds. Target birds include: 
Red Headed Trogon, Silvered eared Mesia, Malaysian Laughingtrush, Chestnut Capped Laughingtrush, Long Tail 
Sibia, Fire Tufted Barbet, Black Brown Barbet, Rufous Brown Flycatcher, Large Niltava, Pygmy Cubwing, Grey 
Throated Babbler, Malaysia Hill Partridge, Streaked spiderhunter, Greater Yellow naped Woodpecker and more. 
Accommodation: Shahzan Hotel όмп CŜōύ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ мр CŜō ǿŜΩƭƭ ŘǊƛǾŜ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ 
Taiping (en-suite hotel room, meals included: B, L, D). 

Day 6: 11 February 2020. The morning hours will find us in the Merbok mangrove forest in search of the elusive 
yet colorful Magrove Pitta which should provide fantastic photographic opportunities. Other photogenic birds we 
target here include Mangrove Blue Flycatcher, Collared Kingfisher, Chestnut-bellied Malkoha, Golden-bellied 
Gerygone and others. Later that day we head to the Air Hitam Dalam Forest for a different suite of bird species to 
photograph, such as Common Flameback Woodpecker, Puff throated Babbler, Forest Wagtail, Little Bronze 
Cuckoo, Laced Woodpecker, Blue Throated Bee eater and a roosting Brown Hawk Owl. Accommodation: hotel in 
Taiping town (ensuite hotel rooms; meals included: B, L, D). 

Letter-winged Kite, Flock Bronze-

wing, Gibberbird, Western Grasswren 

Eyrean Grasswren © Laurie Ross 

 

Rail Babbler © P Waanders 
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Day 7: 12 February 2020. The morning will be spent birding and photographing around Taiping Lake to add a 

variety of waterbirds to our list, such as White-breasted Waterhen, Red-wattled Lapwing and a chance of Yellow 

Bittern, before we head south to lowlands near the coastal town of Kuala Selangor where we have lunch and 

check into our final hotel for the trip, before heading out again to explore the nearby bird-rich city park (Oriental 

Pied Hornbill, Greater Flameback, Ruby-cheeked Sunbird, Pink-necked Green Pigeon and Crested Goshawk are 

just some of the birds awaiting us here). Accommodation: Kuala Selangor (en-suite hotel room; meals included: 

D). 

Day 8: 13 February 2020. This morning will find us photographing the birds of the the Kuala Selangor Mangrove 

and lowland forest reserve. Here the mangroves and coastal forests offer specialities such as Mangrove Pitta, 

which with luck and perseverance will emerge from the dense vegetation in front of our cameras; Mangrove Blue 

Flycatcher, Mangrove Whistler, Chestnut-bellied Malkoha, Golden-bellied Gerygone, Lesser Adjutant stork and, 

with luck, Buffy Fish Owl. After a final, late lunch we check the Paya Indau wetlands to add some further 

waterbirds such as Purple Heron,  Grey Heron, Grey-headed Swamphen and a chance of Changeable Hawk-eagle, 

before we reluctantly head back to the airport for your flight home (own arrangement). We can arrange for you 

ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ƘƻǘŜƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ōƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ƻƴΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōƻƻƪ ŀƴȅ ŦƭƛƎƘǘǎ 

departing before 6pm this evening of 13 February. (meals included: B, L). 

 

 

Striated, Grey, Short-tailed Grasswren, 

Australian Bustard  

 

Orange-backed Woodpecker © Liewkk 
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Important information for your tour: 

¶ This is NOT a standard birding tour where weΩre trying to see as many species as possible. The main focus of 
the tour is bird photography, and maximising photo opportunities in order to obtain photos similar to those 
shown in this brochure, will be an important aspect of the daily routine. If you wanǘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ŀ ΨǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘΩ  
birding tour in Malaysia, where many participants also bring their camera and go home with great shots, 
please consider our Pensinular Malaysia 8-day tour in June 2020, where birding is the primary focus while 
still allowing plenty of photo opportunites wherever possible.  

¶ Recommended reading: Birds of South-east Asia, by Craig Robson    A Guide to the Mammals of Southeast 
Asia, by Charles Francis 

¶ Travel insurance is compulsory for this tour and you will be required to provide evidence of such, prior to 
paying your final balance. 

¶ Arranging flights to and from Kuala Lumpur are your own responsibility. 

¶ Visas can be obtained upon arrival. Please ensure you have a valid passport. 

¶ Please make your own enquiries regarding visas, inoculations and travel health issues. 

¶ There are two terminals in Kuala Lumpur International Airport: KLIA1 is where the major carriers arrive, 
KLIA2 is the hub for low-cost airlines such as TigerAir and AirAsia. The terminals are linked by a short, free 
train connection. Please let us know your flight details and arrival terminal. 

¶  
 

Pre- and post tour options: 

If you wish to arrive earlier in Kuala Lumpur, please make your own way to your accommodation for Day 0, in time 
for dinner and introductions. We can book you into our hotel for any number of nights leading up to, or after, the 
tour, please enquire. We can also arrange your international and domestic flights, hotel bookings, travel insurance 
and other travel arrangements for you through our partnership with HelloWorld. Please tick the relevant boxes on 
ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊƳ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎΦ 

 

Price inclusions and exlusions: 
 

Currency fluctuations: The tour price is set in AU$ but will change (up or down!) with currency fluctuations of  5% or 
more. This applies to the unpaid balance of your tour price only.  
 
Included: All meals commencing with Dinner on Day 0 and finishing with Lunch on Day 8, some snacks, some fruit, 
some drinks, unlimited drinking water refills. Accommodation in private en-suite rooms, transport using 
comfortable and reliable vehicle, expert Australian guiding accompanied by a local guide, airport transfers, any 
entry fees during the tour, taxes. 
 

ExcludedΥ ¢ǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƛƴ aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀΤ ƻƴǿŀǊŘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ tǊŜ- & post trip 
accommodation, Meals before the first dinner, and after the last lunch, drinks except where provided, personal 
expenses, tips, insurance, visa / passport fees, anything else not specifically included.  
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Green Broadbill, Banded Kingfisher, 

Rhinoceros Hornbill © Liewkk 



 
 
 
 
 

Tour Booking Form 
 

This form contains 3 pages. Please print out and complete each page, and sign where indicated. 
Scan and email, or send by postal mail, with payment (see last page) to the address above. 
 
 

Tour details: 

Name of tour___________________________________________________________________  

Starting and Ending dates_________________________________________________________  
 
 

Your details: 

Name and address of the registrant(s) (only 1 form is needed for people residing at the same address)  

Name(s)_______________________________________________________________________  

Date of birth___________________________________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Identification document and number (passport for international visitors)___________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone (Home)_______________________________________________________________ 

(Work)___________________________________(Mobile)______________________________ 

Email_________________________________________________________________________ 

         tick if you do not want to receive future updates, news and special offers from Bellbird Tours by email 
 

Emergency Contact Name, relationship and telephone number (required field) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(continued on next page) 

Bellbird Tours Pty Ltd  
PO Box 2008 

BERRI SA 5343  
AUSTRALIA 

Ph. 1800-BIRDING  
Ph. +61409 763172 

www.bellbirdtours.com 
birds@bellbirdtours.com 

 ABN 40 159 352 002 
 

 


